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Sun and visible planet positions
on March 20, 2019

March 2019 Night Sky Highlights

March 6: New Moon. The Moon in its monthly
orbit around Earth will be between the Earth and
the Sun and so it will set with the Sun and not be in
the night sky. It will be near the Sun in the daytime sky,
but it will not be visible in the Sun’s glare. It will be slightly
below the ecliptic plane so it will not block the Sun.
Traditionally “New Moon” meant the slight Crescent Moon
that is visible just after sunset a few days later.

March 20: Full Moon, “Super Moon”. The Moon will be opposite
the Sun and so will it appear as a full disk and will reflect the most
light back on Earth. Since it is opposite the Sun, as the Earth spins the
Full Moon rises just as the Sun sets, and it sets just as the Sun rises. The
Moon will be near its perigee, so it will be a few percent closer than usual
and will appear about 10% brigher than usual.
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