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Sun and visible planet positions
on February 2,2019
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Constellations

Constellations are groups of stars in memorable
shapes that divide up the sky in regions. The
modern system is based on ancient Babylonian and
Greek constellations. Most important are the 12 Zodiac
constellations (mostly animals - hence the “zoo” of
Zodiac) that divide up the ecliptic path of the sun and
planets into 12 segments of 30 degrees each. The Zodiac
“signs” traditionally reflect the constellation that the sun is in
during that month, but due to Earth’s 22,000-year wobble cycle
the Zodiac is now out of sync by about a month. The imaginary
lines connecting stars into constellations are not always very
evocative of the constellation names, so the famous children’s
illustrator H.A. Rey ("Curious George”) redrew them in the 1950s and
many of his versions are now standard.
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